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Shaikhu-l Akbar
Muhyi-d Din Muhammad
b. Al-’Arabi
(Damascus, Syria)

(An excerpt from an address by Gousul-Azam Muhyuddin Abdul Qadir Gilani, r.a.
from the book The Endowment of Divine Grace and Spread of Divine Mercy [AlFathu Rabbani] translated by Muhammad M. Al-Akili)

Child, your yearning for God Almighty is not true, nor do you truly seek Him.
One who professes to follow God's will while he is calling for someone else's
help has refuted his own claim. Amongst the so-called seekers of God, the
majority love the world, few love the hereafter, and even fewer consent to God's
will and seek Him.
They are as rare as red sulfur. These are unique individuals who are the rarest of
the rare. It is even very rare to meet one of them. They are the select few, the
beacons of faith, the pride of the lands, the gems of the earth and the true kings
on it. They are God's providence to the land and its people. They are the pillars
of the earth and its protection. They are the leaders of the people and their
chancellors. Because of them, people are saved from calamities and because of
them, God Almighty makes the skies rain and plants thrive.
At the beginning of their spiritual quest, they ran from one mountain peak to a
higher one, seeking seclusion and privacy. They fled from one country to
another, from the outskirts of one ruin to another. Once they were discovered to
dwell in one place, they moved to another. They left everything behind and
surrendered the keys of this world into the hands of its people. They remained
resolute until the castle walls of protection were built around them, and rivers
flowed towards their hearts until such time that God Almighty assigned guards to
protect them.

Each of the heavenly soldiers
who surround them have a
unique duty to guard. Thus,
these elect servants of God
Almighty will be honoured,
protected, and raised to the
station of deputy over the people
(wilayah). All these blessings
take place beyond their mental
fathoming. In that state of being,
their return to mingling with
people and serving them
becomes obligatory (faridha).
They become like physicians,
and the people become their
patients.
O man, you claim to be one of
them. Tell me then, how do you
recognize their signs? What is
the mark of proximity to and
kindness of God Almighty?
What is your position and
station in God's kingdom? What
is your name and title in the
upper circle? Tell me, why does
the door of your fate close every
night? Do you think that
whatever food and water you
take
is
unconditionally
permissible? Where do you
sleep, in the world, the hereafter,
or in proximity of your Lord?
Who comforts you in your
loneliness? Who sits with you in
your solitude?
O liar. What comforts you in
your privacy are your mind and
desire (nafs), satan, passions and
contemplation of your world. In
public you comfort yourself
with the company of the human
satans who are the evildoers and
the fellows of hearsay. The
success illustrated earlier does
not come through raving,
craziness, or mere chance, nor
would your speaking on the
subject benefit you. Be in a state
of dead-calm and be languorous
[lethargic] in the hands of your
Lord and thus correct your
behaviour.

Beware! Beware! Never look
passionately at anything, for
such lustful desires will plant the
seed of sin in your heart, the
results of which are not
praiseworthy either in this world
or the hereafter.
O ye people! Behave yourselves
before God Almighty, and may
He have mercy upon you all. If
one does not conduct oneself in
compliance with the divine laws
of shariah, soon the fire of hell
will reach him on the day of
reckoning.
Whoever enters a place where
there is admonition and does not
accept these warnings is the
most evil of all people. Child,
your scorning and belittling of
God's deputies (awliya) are a
result of the little knowledge you
have of God Almighty Himself.
You belligerently accuse them:
"Why do they not work like us
to earn their livelihood? Why do
they not mix with us?" You say
it out of the ignorance of who
you are. In fact, when you have
so little knowledge of yourself,
your understanding of people's
worth is less than that. To the
limited extent you know about
this world and its consequences,
you know even less of the
hereafter and its worth; and to
the limited extent you know
about the hereafter, even less do
you know God Almighty. O you
who are toiling in this world,
soon you will discover your
losses, and soon you will suffer
the agony of regret. These are
your manifest signs for both this
world and the hereafter. Greater
will be your remorse on the day
of reckoning, the day of mutual
loss and gain, the day of
defamation and exposure, the
day of disappointment and loss.
Judge yourself today, before the
hereafter comes.

O ye people! Despair not of
God's endowments and His
giving you relief, for He is
near to you. Despair not, for
the Maker is God. "You never
know, perhaps God will soon
create a new circumstance."
Do not try to escape from
adversity. Facing one's trials
with patience is the basis of
every benefit and the way to
triumph. Adversities are the
fountainhead of prophethood,
the root of the message, the
pillar of deputyship (wilaya),
gnosis and love. If you do not
exercise patience in the face
of adversities you have
nothing to stand on. No
structure can stand upright
without a good foundation.
Have you ever seen a house
standing erect on a trash pile?
You are running away from
trial and tribulation because
you feel no need to receive the
trust of deputyship, inner
knowledge or to be near to
God
Almighty.
Exercise
patience and persevere with
good deeds in order to soar
with your heart, inner being,
and soul to the door of God's
proximity. Those endowed
and knowledge (ulama), the
gnostics, the representatives
and trustees (awliya') and the
deputies (abdal) are the heirs
of the prophets. The prophets
are the brokers and the heirs
are the pitchmen.

Al-Ghawth al-A'zam (The Supreme Helper)
Brief Biography of
Shaykh Abdul Qadir
al-Jilani (ra)

Adopted from the article Shaykh Abdul Qadir al-Jilani (ra) The Rose of Baghdad by Adam
Hani Walker
Shaykh Abdul Qadir (ra) was born in 470 A.H. (1077-78 C.E.) and was of Persian descent
(coming from the area of Jilan). One of his many titles (kunya) is ‘al-Hasani wal Husseini’
because he was blessed with direct lineage to the Holy Prophet (saw) through his father
Hadhrat Abu Saleh Zangi Dost (ra) who was a direct descendant of Imam Hassan (ra); and
also through his mother Hadhrat Bibi Ummul Khair Fatima (ra) who was a direct
descendant of Imam Hussein (ra). He was thus blessed with a pious upbringing and at the
age of 18 embarked upon a great spiritual journey lasting some seventy-one years which
saw him elevated to the lofty station of Mujadadiyyat (Reformership) and perhaps even
beyond.

One day he came to his mother and told her that he wanted to go to Baghdad to seek knowledge. On seeing how
intent he was she began to weep and brought him forty gold coins which she sewed into a pocket in the armpit of
his jacket. On setting off from his home town for Baghdad his blessed mother gave him the following advice,
1. Obey God’s Commandments
2. Abstain from forbidden things
3. Be always pleased with the decree of providence
4. Always be truthful
A close study of the remaining seventy-one years of his miraculous life is testament to the fact that he never lost
sight of his mother’s treasured advice and always remained steadfast to her loving words of wisdom.
A famous incident which illustrates his obedience to his mother occurred shortly after him leaving for Baghdad
when his caravan (Qafila) was attacked by a sixty man band of highwaymen. They demanded each member of the
Qafila to hand over any valuables they had on their person. Unknown to them Shaykh Abdul Qadir (ra) was
carrying the forty gold coins which his mother had sown to the inside of the garment he was wearing for
safekeeping. Shaykh Abdul Qadir (ra) refused to disobey his mother’s noble instruction not to lie and when one
of the bandits asked him if he had any valuables he volunteered the whereabouts of the coins but the bandit did
not believe him. A second bandit then asked Shaykh Abdul Qadir (ra) the same question and he again said that
forty gold coins were in his jacket but the second bandit also didn’t believe him. When the leader of the robbers
heard of what Shaykh Abdul Qadir (ra) had said he ordered that the stitching be undone and to his utter
astonishment the coins were there.
This great act of honesty reduced the leader of the robbers to a great state of humility and he asked Shaykh Abdul
Qadir (ra), ‘When your money was safe, what compelled you to insist that you had it and say where it was
hidden’, to which the great Shaykh replied, ‘I must tell the truth under any circumstances, as I promised to my
mother. The leader was reduced to tears and in the spirit of repentance he said, ‘I reneged on my promise to the
One Who created me. I stole and killed. What will happen to me?’. Before the great Shaykh could reply the other
highwaymen, filled with the fear of Allah (swt), interjected and uttered the most unpredictable words, ‘You have
been our leader all these years in sinning. Now also be our leader in repenting’. The highwaymen then took the
hand of Shaykh Abdul Qadir al-Jilani (ra) and offered their bay’ah (pledge of allegiance) and sought the
repentance of Almighty Allah (swt). It is here necessary to pause for a moment and reflect upon a beautiful
observation. Towards the end of the life of Shaykh Abdul Qadir (ra) saints and great friends of Allah (swt) would
flock towards him in hoards so as to offer their bay’ah at his hand yet the first people to offer their bay’ah at his
blessed hand were sixty thieves and killers.

After a long period of study he was appointed as the principal of the Hanbali institute
of learning (Madrassa Babul Ajaz) which he held for some thirty years. This was the
basic training of Shaykh Abdul Qadir (ra) however he also had a deep passion to
push beyond the orthodox methods of understanding and delve into the deeper
meanings of the Holy Qur’an.
In similar fashion to the Promised Messiah (as), Shaykh Abdul Qadir (ra) underwent a period of deep reflection and
seclusion during which he distanced himself from all worldly affairs (Hayatad-Dunya). His spiritual journey lasted
some twenty-five years in which he travelled across the baron desert and ruins in the area around Baghdad living in
complete seclusion. During this time he would refrain from engaging any person or action which may have
distracted him from annihilating his blessed heart in
the remembrance of Almighty Allah (Dhikr Illahi),
One of the many blessings which Allah (swt) showered upon this great servant of His was the honourable station of
Mujadadiyat. Commenting on this the Promised Messiah (as) not only lists him as a Mujadid and reviver of Islamic
unity but ranks him first among the long line of Mujadideen
On returning to Baghdad from his spiritual journey Shaykh Abdul Qadir (ra) faced a tribulation which Allah (swt)
permitted him to overcome with majestic wisdom. Many of the Islamic elite of Baghdad were perturbed by the
return of Shaykh Abdul Qadir (ra) who, due to his great reputation and spiritual status, had amassed a large
following of disciples. The scholars gathered and devised a way by which they could send a clear message to
Shaykh Abdul Qadir (ra) indicating their displeasure at his presence in Baghdad. They ordered a large vessel be
filled to the brim and sent it to the quarters of Shaykh Abdul Qadir (ra). Upon seeing the container the students of
Shaykh Abdul Qadir (ra) were baffled as to the meaning behind the gesture, however, the wise Shaykh instantly
realised the message. The container represented Baghdad and the water represented the scholars (people of
knowledge) in Baghdad meaning that Baghdad was full and did not require a new Shaykh such as Abdul Qadir (ra).
With an ingenious stroke of wisdom the Shaykh plucked a rose which he then floated on top of the water. He then
ordered the vessel be taken back to the senders who, on seeing it, immediately acknowledged the great spiritual
wisdom of the Shaykh and assigned him the title ‘The Rose of Baghdad’. Shaykh Abdul Qadir (ra) lived a long and
meaningful life which he spent in the remembrance of Allah (swt) and humbly imparting his knowledge to
thousands of students. He was a fearless person and never hesitated to defend absolute justice if he felt that an
injustice had been committed. In one instance it is reported that the Caliph of the time appointed an unjust man as
the head Qadi (judge) and Shaykh Abdul Qadir openly admonished the Caliph saying, ‘You have appointed the
worst tyrant as judge over the believers. Let us see how you will answer yourself tomorrow when you will be
presented to the great judge, The Lord of the Universe!’, on hearing this the Caliph was immediately filled with the
fear of Allah (swt) and dismissed the judge as he wept.
It has been related that in the final days which Shaykh Abdul Qadir’s (ra) spent on this earth he was asked by his
son if he felt pain to which he replied, ‘all of me aches except for my heart. There is no pain in it for it is with
Allah’. Another son of Shaykh Abdul Qadir (ra) asked the great Shaykh for some parting advice to which he said, ‘
Fear Allah and none other. Hope from Allah and entrust all your needs in him; hope and want nothing from anyone
except him. Rely on Allah and on none other. Unite with Him, unite with Him, unite with Him’.
Shaykh Abdul Qadir al-Jilani’s (ra) sole departed this earth in 561 A.H. (1166 C.E.) at the age of 91. He left behind
a reported forty-nine children, the great Islamic institution of the Qadiriyyah and a wealth of books which have been
a great source of knowledge for the Ummah for more than 800 years.

Seeking Divine through renunciation of the world & service to humanity
A brief biography of
Shaykh Nizamuddin
Auliya
(Excerpts from a few
sources)

Sultan-ul-Mashaikh, Mehboob-e-Ilahi, Hazrat Shaikh Khwaja Syed Muhammad
Nizamuddin Auliya (1238 - 3 April 1325) also known as Khwaja Nizamuddin Awliya, was
a famous saint of the Chishti Order in the Indian Subcontinent, an order that believed in
drawing close to God through renunciation of the world and service to humanity. He is one
of the great saints of the Chishti order in India. His predecessors were Moinuddin Chishti,
Bakhtiyar Kaki and Fariduddin Ganjshakar. In that sequence, they constitute the initial
spiritual chain or silsila of the Chisti order, which is widely prevalent in India and Pakistan.
Shaykh Nizamuddin, like his predecessors, stressed upon the element of love as a means of
realisation of God. For him his love of God implied a love of humanity. It is claimed by the
14th century historiographer Ziauddin Barani that his influence on the Muslims of Delhi
was such that a paradigm shift was effected in their outlook towards worldly matters. People
began to be inclined towards mysticism and prayers and remaining aloof from the world.
Shaykh Nizamuddin was born on the last Wednesday of the month of Safar during 64041/1243-1244 in Badaon, Uttar Pradesh (east of Delhi). His ancestors originally belonged to
Bukhara but the pressure of the Mongol invasions drove them to India. According to Ali
Jandar, Shaykh Nizamuddin Auliya was a sucking baby when his father passed away. He
was then raised by his mother, a lady of fervant piety. It was she who inculcated in her son a
spirit of resignation and contentment. Shaykh Nizamuddin lived in Badaon for about twenty
years and completed his early education there. His teachers included Shadi Muqri and
Maulana Ala ad-din Usuli. Though Shaykh Nizamuddin did not commit the Quran to
memory until he moved to Delhi - many years after leaving Badaon - he ascribed this
achievement to the blessings of Shadi Muqri. Shaykh Nizamuddin learned from Maulana
Ala ad-din Usuli the value of dedicating one's life to higher ideals regardless of material
discomfort. Shaykh Nizamuddin's early days were filled with abject penury and hard
struggle. His widowed mother was financially broken but spiritually impregnable. She
provided an emotional and moral prop for her son. Shaykh Nizamuddin moved to Delhi,
with his mother's permission, to seek benefit from the better academic opportunities
available there. He faced appalling poverty in Delhi together with his mother and sister. Yet
he pursued his studies with single-minded devotion. When there was nothing in the house to
eat, his mother would say: "Nizamuddin! Today we are the guests of God."
At the age of twenty, Shaykh Nizamuddin went to Ajodhan (the present Pakpattan Sharif in
Pakistan) and became a disciple of the saint Shaykh Fariduddin Ganj-i-Shakkar, commonly
known as Baba Farid. Shaykh Nizamuddin did not take up residence in Ajodhan but
continued with his theological studies in Delhi while simultaneously starting the Sufi
devotional practices and the prescribed litanies. He visited Ajodhan each year to spend the
month of Ramadan in the presence of Baba Farid. At the age of twenty three, on his third
visit to Ajodhan, Shaykh Nizamuddin was appointed khalifa (successor) by Shaykh
Faridand was directed to settle in Delhi and work for the expansion of this silsilah or
mystical order.
Shaykh Nizamuddin lived at various places in Delhi, before finally settling down in
Ghiyaspur, a neighborhood in Delhi undisturbed by the noise and hustle of city life. He built
his Khanqah here, a place where people from all walks of life were fed, where he imparted
spiritual education to others and he had his own quarters. Before long, the khanqah became
a place thronged with all kinds of people, rich and poor alike. Many of his disciples
achieved spiritual height, including Shaikh Nasiruddin Muhammad Chirag-e-Delhi, and
Amir Khusro, noted scholar/musician, and the royal poet of the Delhi Sultanate. In the
course of time, as the result of Shaykh Nizamuddin's efforts, the entire country came to be
studded with khanqahs of the Chishti order.

Golden Quotes of Wisdom from Shaykh Nizamuddin Auliya
REAL LOVE
Allah holds dear those who love Him for the sake of Human beings, and also those who
love human beings for the sake of Almighty Allah.
LOVER'S MORNING
The morning of the truthful appears in the morning; the morning of the lovers starts from
the Isha salat (night prayer) till the salat of fajr (early morning prayer) and they stay awake
in the whole duration.
FORGIVENESS
It is better to forgive than to subdue one's anger, for without forgiveness the repressed
anger may become the cause of jealousy and revenge.
FEAR OF GOD
When human beings shiver from the fear of Allah's wrath then their sins are shed, like
leaves are shed from a dry tree.
THORNS EVERYWHERE
If a man places a thorn in your way and in retaliation you do the same, then there will be
thorns everywhere.
REPENT IN YOUTH
It is good to repent and free yourself of your sins in youth, for in old age if you do not
repent, what else will you do?
COMPANY'S EFFECT
The company we keep has a powerful influence on us.
SOLACE TO THE BROKEN HEARTS
On the Day of Judgment nothing will be subject to greater interrogation than once ability
to provide solace to broken hearts. To hurt a human heart is to hurt the grace of Almighty
Allah.
RIGHTS OF NEIGHBOUR
Shaykh Nizamuddin Aulia R.A. shared that there are four rights of a neighbor:
(1) If he ask a loan, Give him
(2) If he want your sympathy, Give him
(3) If he fall sick or is in unfortunate condition, Give him sympathy.
(4) If he dies, attend his funeral services and pray for his maghfirat (salvation).

